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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
APPROVAL OF JULY 17, 2007 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Pyle, and seconded by Commissioner Betts that the 
minutes of the July 17, 2007 Commission meeting be approved as amended.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CALL FOR ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Vice Chairman Sharp called for additional agenda items.  Commissioner Magee added 
Ellendale Vol. Fire Co. Correspondence, Boundary Clarification Correspondence for 
Little Creek and Magnolia Vol. Fire Co.’s. and Commission Workshop.  It was moved by 
Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Pyle to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
 
Agency’s Activity for the month of July is as follows: investigations 91– (criminal 44- 
/accidental 40– undetermined 7-); arrests 8-: inspections 706– (health care 3-/deputy 
179/tech services –267 “QAP-257”); complaints-41; plan reviews 391-; PRUF revenue 
collected (July) $182,179 year to date $182,179; total overtime hours worked 222.0-; 
time off in hours (Deputies) 437.0 (vacation 307.5- /compensatory leave 55.0- /sick leave 
67.0- /holiday 127.5- /compassionate 0.0) 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Personnel Issues 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle reported that interviews were conducted for the position of Assistant 
State Fire Marshal on October 1st.  Interviews for the Fire Protection Specialist for 
Daycare Units were also conducted. 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle discussed funding received in this Fiscal Year for another Plan 
Reviewer for New Castle County.  The position is in the process of being established 
within the Budget Office. 
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Personnel Issues 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle reported that the K-9 team has returned from the recertification 
program they attended in Alford, Maine.  Deputy Bullock, Deputy Schad and K-9 Kelly 
all passed the certification. 
  
DFIRS Update 
 
The following fire companies are delinquent in DFIRS requirements.   Lilly is attending a 
training class at the National Fire Academy on the DFIRS program.  
   

• New Castle County 
Belvedere  March & June 
Five Points  April & June 
Port Penn  January – March 
Talleyville  April – June 
Wilmington Manor May – June 

 
• Kent County 

Cheswold  June 
Clayton  June 
Felton   June 
South Bowers  May - June 

 
• Sussex County 

Blades   June 
Delmar  January – June 
Georgetown  June 
Lewes   June 
 

Hardwired Smoke Detector Update 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle stated that he had nothing new to report on the Hardwired Smoke 
Detector program.  One referral was received last month.  The office continues to 
promote the program. 
 
False Fire Alarms 
 
The Fire Marshal’s Office is seeing some improvement in the False Fire Alarm reporting.  
The office has provided one-on-one training to some of the fire companies that has 
seemed to increase reporting by those companies.  Companies that do not participate in 
the reporting system continue to have problems with false fire alarms. 
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Proposed Fee Increase 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle has discussed a proposed plan review fee increase with the Office of 
Management and Budget.  A modest fee increase will be submitted into the budget 
process. 
 
Tidewater Utilities 
 
Jeremy Homer, Esquire for Tidewater Utilities has received a draft copy with the Fire 
Marshal comments.  The Office of State Fire Marshal is waiting on his response to the 
requested changes. 
 
State Fair 
 
The Fire Marshal Office participated in this year’s State Fair.  A booth was shared with 
the State Fire School.  The booth was well received as in past. 
 
The Fire Marshal’s Office had very few problems with the fair this year.  The office met 
with them early this year to take care of some of the concerns that have existed in the 
past. 
 
FY09 Budget 
 
Door Openers for the Fiscal Year 09 Budget are due by August 24th to the agency budget 
analyst.  A Target Meeting has been scheduled for September 5th at 3:30 p.m.  Fire 
Marshal Ingle continues to work on his budget submittal and will keep the commission 
informed of his request.  Currently it is anticipated to request a fee increase, split position 
for Deputy Fire Marshal IV in Kent and Sussex Counties, Deputy Fire Marshal vehicles, 
upgrade the security system in the New Castle County office and Continue Funding for 
Incident Log System.  
 
Vehicles 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle met with the Office of Management and Budget and Fleet Services to 
discuss employee vehicles.  He was told that any non law enforcement vehicles must be 
leased through Fleet Services.  These vehicles fall under the Technical Services in the 
Office of State Fire Marshal. 
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Jurisdictional Fire Marshal Meeting 
 
A Jurisdictional Fire Marshal meeting was held on Thursday, July 26th in the New Castle 
County office.  The City of Wilmington has a new Fire Marshal.  His name is George 
Cunningham.  Another meeting has been scheduled for October. 
 
Sussex HVAC Project 
 
The HVAC system project in Sussex County is almost complete.  Carpet has been 
replaced on the Fire School side.  A move is expected by next week. 
 
New E-Permit Management System 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle discussed a new E-Permit Management System that will assist his 
plan reviewers.  It works much quicker than the current system being used. 
 
Thank you 
 
Fire Marshal Ingle thanked Commissioner Dougherty for serving on the Fire Marshal 
Interview Panel over the years.  He was considered an asset on the panel. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
No report at this time. 
 
FIRE MARSHAL/FIRE SCHOOL 
 
No report at this time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
No report at this time. 
 
RECESS 
 
Governor/Lt. Governor 
 
The Commission recessed from regular business to meet with Governor Minner and Lt. 
Governor Carney.  Both Governor and Lt. Governor filmed a Public Service 
Announcement for the Fire Prevention Commission to be shown during Fire Prevention 
Week.   
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Governor/Lt. Governor 
 
They also watched a brief video presented by Bob Foraker on a test but conducted by 
students in the Fire Technology Program from Del Tech regarding Christmas tree fires in 
a place of public assembly. 
 
Lt. Governor Carney was taken on a tour of the Fire School grounds and building by 
Commissioner Daniel Magee and Director Robert Newnam.  Lt. Governor Carney took a 
few moments to attend the Commission meeting, thanking them for the service that they 
provide to the state. 
 
REPORT OF THE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Director 
 

• Director Newnam attached a one year Long Range Plan for the Commission to 
approve. 

• Director Newnam reviewed a MSA Lease agreement with the Commission and 
explained the pros and cons of the lease agreement. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Magee, seconded by Commissioner Ricker to 
authorize Director Newnam to enter into the equipment lease program with the Mine-
Safety Appliance Company.  Motion carried. 
 
• DVFA – EMS Conference 

o CEU’s with links on various web-sites 
o The DSFS will be working with and assisting the DVFA during the EMS 

Conference. 
• Station 56 EMT-B update – Background checks have not been done and a 

Protocol class has not been set up to date. 
• Meetings Attended 

o SAFER Grant – review of survey 
o Weather Summit 
o AHA meeting – review of current policies 
o EMT’s – out of state personnel 
o DEMA Communications Plan – discussion with FEMA 
o Exit Interview Review 
o Budget Director – tour of grounds 
o Working Group DEMA – review grant requests 
o County Meetings 
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Director cont. 
 

• Rescue Tool Funding 
o FY-08, Middletown, Dover, Rehoboth 
o FY-07, Claymont, Aetna 
o FY-06, Belvedere, Marydel, Wilmington Manor 

• Out of the Office week of August 27 – 31 
• NIMCAST – Director Newnam is working with the DVFA on a NIMCAST report 

that is in compliance with the National Incident Management System. 
• Director Newnam followed up on a complaint about ambulance’s not being in 

good working order in the City of Wilmington.  Jerry Brennan inspected several 
units within the City of Wilmington and found them to all be in good working 
order and clean. 

 
Personnel 
 

• Post for the position on Maintenance Mechanic II – Walt Walton will be retiring 
from the Fire School effective August 31, 2007.  Director Newnam requested 
authorization to move forward in the hiring process to replace the vacancy. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Magee, seconded by Commissioner Ricker to authorize 
Director Newnam to advertise and interview for the vacant Maintenance Mechanic II 
position.  Motion carried. 
 

• Director Newnam presented and explained the new Employee Evaluation Forms 
for the staff of the Fire School. 

• Training/Educator position 
• Administrative Specialist II position – Interviews conducted. 
 

It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Betts to authorize 
Director Newnam to hire Crystal Wisk for the vacant Administrative Specialist II 
position. 
 
Staff Activities 
 

• Chris Murabito and Lisa Brittingham attended the PHRST Group Meeting. 
• Accreditation Levels – Pro-Board 
• Jim King, Mike Lowe, Craig Stephens and Jay Reynolds attended the National 

Fire Academy Weekend.  Sixty-Nine students attended from Delaware this year. 
• Bill Baker, Jerry Brennan, Jim King and Jay Reynolds attended the Fire House 

Expo. 
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Programs/Courses 
 

• AHA – program guidelines updated.  The Fire School met with the American 
Heart Association to update the way this program is handled through the school.  
Students will be asked to purchase their own books online verses through the Fire 
School. 

• Fire Extinguisher Prop placed into service. 
• Leadership series programs beginning in September.  Leadership I, II and III.  The 

classes don’t have to be taken in any order, nor do they all have to be taken. 
• Pursuing two NFA weekends in 2008 – August and October. 
• A Risk Watch Monthly Activity Report was provided to the Commission for 

review. 
 
Maintenance 
 

• Update of computer system lines – increase of 1400.00 per month. 
• Preparing Bid documents for the concrete repairs on pads. 
• Completed the office re-modeling including the relocation of the store. 
• Installed a new display case for Fire Police materials in the instructor hallway. 
• New A/C unit installed for the dining hall. 

 
Financial 
 
Tuition Account   (8000) 265,113.79 Balance 17,246.00 A/R 
Hazardous Material Account  (8200) 121,132.73 Balance 6,870.00 A/R 
Past Due Billings 
 30 days past due $8,100.00 
 60 days past due $8,400.00 
 90 days past due $0.00 
 120 days past due $0.00 
 
Budget 
 
Director Newnam reported that he will be asking for funding for the MSA Lease 
Agreement, requesting the Risk Watch Position to fall under the Fire School and Car 
Purchase Funds. 
 
REPORT OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
Deputy Attorney General Allison Reardon discussed the draft affidavit created by order 
of House Bill 251.  This bill prohibits a person who has committed certain designated 
crimes from becoming a volunteer firefighter. 
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Deputy Attorney General cont. 
 
There is an “extraordinary-circumstances exception” for some of the designated crimes.  
Denial of membership in a volunteer fire department may be appealed to the State Fire 
Prevention Commission and is also subject to judicial review. 
 
It was agreed to begin dispersing this affidavit to the fire companies.  Fire Companies 
will begin using these forms by September 15, 2007. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Pyle, seconded by Commissioner Ricker to approve the 
submitted draft Affidavit Form.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SPECIALIST 
 

• Coordinated and Attended Meeting in regard to Marydel Fire Company on July 
26, 2007. 

• Coordinate Target Budget Meeting for Fire School, Office of State Fire Marshal 
and Fire Prevention Commission.  The meeting is scheduled for September 5th 
3:30pm – 4:30pm.  To be held in classroom 6 of the Delaware State Fire School. 

• Processed quarterly bill and payment to A.I. DuPont Children’s Hospital for Risk 
Watch Coordinator position. 

• Completed invitations to 2007 Governor’s Fire Safety Conference. 
• Coordinated and Attended three separate meeting in regard to Executive Order 

Ninety-Nine.  Recorded minutes and dispersed to committee. 
• Worked booth at this year’s fair on behalf of the Delaware State Fire School. 
• Coordinated and Attended M.I.S.C. Meeting.  Recorded minutes and dispersed to 

committee. 
• Coordinate Public Service Announcement for the 2007 Fire Prevention Week 

with the assistance of Mike Lowe.  Governor Ruth Ann Minner and Lt. Governor 
John Carney will both participate in the PSA and a tour of the Fire School. 

• Presented final Performance Evaluation to Fire Marshal Ingle and Fire School 
Director Newnam for their record.  These evaluations will be completed on an 
annual basis by the Fire Prevention Commission no later than December 31st. 

• Attended Fire Safe Cigarette Legislation signing in the office of Governor Ruth 
Ann Minner. 
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ACTION ITEM 
 
BLS Medical Director 
 
Dr. Megargel introduced Dr. Patrick Mathews as the newly appointed BLS Medical 
Director.  He will work one day per week in the office and one day per week in the field 
with training, attending meetings etc.  Dr. Matthews thanked the commission for the 
opportunity to work with them 
 
Commissioner Magee asked Dr. Megargel if he was up to speed on the Marydel Vol. Fire 
Co. Ambulance concern.  Dr. Megargel stated that he has a meeting scheduled with 
Maryland to solve border issues between the states for Paramedics.  It was stated that 
Marydel has first due responsibilities in Delaware.  It is agreed that Marydel is based in 
Delaware and must have certified Delaware EMT-B’s.  The Fire School did not run a 
protocol class at Marydel, and the second one is pending after Marydel gets the Maryland 
personnel together. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to go into 
Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission entered Executive Session at  
9:37 a.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Magee, and seconded by Commissioner Sharp to go out 
of Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission exited the Executive Session at 
9:54 a.m. 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
Little Creek/Magnolia Volunteer Fire Company Correspondence 
 
Chief Bundek (Little Creek) and Chief Gillespie (Magnolia) presented the commission 
with a clarified boundary description as requested. It was moved by Commissioner 
Magee, seconded by Commissioner Ricker to approve the clarified boundary change for 
Little Creek Vol. Fire Co. and Magnolia Vol. Fire Co.  Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Dougherty, seconded by Commissioner Ricker to go into 
Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission entered Executive Session at  
11:13 a.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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It was moved by Commissioner Dougherty, and seconded by Commissioner Betts to go 
out of Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission exited the Executive Session 
at 11:23 a.m. 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
Personnel
 
It was moved by Commissioner Betts, seconded by Commissioner Pyle to authorize Fire 
Marshal Ingle to hire Dave Wilson as Fire Inspector for Day Care occupancies.  Motion 
carried.  Commissioner Dougherty abstained from voting. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Betts to approve the 
Fire Marshal’s recommendation to hire Mike Chionchio as the new Assistant State Fire 
Marshal.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Dougherty abstained from voting. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Betts to authorize 
Fire Marshal Ingle to advertise and interview for a Fire Protection Specialist I in New 
Castle County and for a Chief Deputy Fire Marshal.  Motion carried. 
 
Ambulance Regulation Revision Public Hearing Date 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Magee, seconded by Commissioner Betts to set a Public 
Hearing date for the Ambulance Regulations for November 20, 2007 and to be held at 
1:00 P.M.  Motion carried. 
 
Ambulance Inspections 
 
Commissioner Ricker discussed the possibility of having someone other that the 
Delaware State Fire School conducting Ambulance Inspections.  Director Newnam 
agreed with this because he would like for his facility to be strictly educational.  The 
concept could be considered, but not without adding employees to the commission. 
 
Meeting attendance of Director and Fire Marshal 
 
Commissioner Ricker suggested conserving time for the Fire Marshal and Fire School 
Director by not requiring them to attend the entire commission meeting.  It was agreed by 
all that for the next two months it will be considered for both parties to return to their 
office after the monthly report is given for their agency.  This will be completely at the 
discretion of the Fire Marshal and Fire School Director. 
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Executive Order 
 
The Commission discussed and was updated on meetings concerning Executive Order 
Ninety-Nine.  The commission concurs that audits instill public confidence in any 
organization that receives public funds.  Audits will increase accountability within the 
volunteer fire service.  It was moved by Commissioner Magee, seconded by 
Commissioner Dougherty to accept the concept that the Executive Order Committee has 
given to require Review Audits and require legislation giving the Commission authority 
to do so.  Motion carried with a roll call. 
 
Commissioner Pyle – Yes 
Commissioner Betts – Yes 
Commissioner Dougherty – Yes 
Commissioner Magee – Yes 
Commissioner Ricker – Yes 
Vice Chairman Sharp – Yes 
Chairman McMahon - Absent 
 
Ellendale Vol. Fire Co. Correspondence 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Magee, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to accept 
Ellendale Vol. Fire Co., Inc. correspondence stating the intent of erecting a substation at 
the north east side of Lincoln.  They will be asked to follow the State Fire Prevention 
Commission regulations in regard to substations and appear before the Commission on 
October 16, 2007.  Motion carried. 
 
Millville Vol. Fire Co., Inc. Substation 
 
MillvilleVol. Fire Co., Inc. requested clarification from the Commission in regard to the 
status of their substation located at #34237 Omar Road in Clarksville.  Millville is 
requesting that this substation be considered permanent under Section 3, 3.5 of the State 
Fire Prevention Commission regulations. 
 
The Commission will respond to the correspondence with unmet requirements of the 
Millville Vol. Fire Co., Inc. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to go into 
Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission entered Executive Session at  
1:23 p.m. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Dougherty, and seconded by Commissioner Magee to go 
out of Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission exited the Executive Session 
at 1:33 p.m. 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Personnel 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Magee to authorize 
Director Newnam to upgrade the current part-time Training Educator position to full-
time.  Motion carried. 
  
Director Thank you 
 
Director Newnam took a moment to thank Commissioner Magee and Commissioner 
Dougherty for the years of service that they have spent on the commission. 
 
Workshop 
 
The commission discussed possible agenda items for the upcoming September 8th and 9th 
workshop. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
No report at this time. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
No report at this time.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
No report at this time. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
 
Chairman Kenneth H. McMahon 
 
Chairman McMahon reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission 
Meeting, New Castle Chief’s Meeting, M.I.S.C. Meeting, New Castle County Meeting, 
Weather Summit Conference, Baltimore Expo, Executive Order Ninety-Nine Meetings 
and Fire Safety Cigarette Bill Signing. 
 
Vice Chairman Marvin Sharp 
 
Vice Chairman Sharp reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission 
Meeting, Kent County Fireman’s Association Meeting, Fire Marshal Meeting, CVVFA in 
Winchester Virginia and Executive Order Ninety-Nine Meetings. 
 
Commissioner Ken Pyle 
 
Commissioner Pyle reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission 
Meeting, Board Meeting at Odessa, New Castle County Fireman’s Association Meeting, 
Conference Committee Meeting, Kent County Fireman’s Association Meeting, FAAB 
Meeting, Fire Marshal Reception, Sussex County Fireman’s Association Meeting, 
Executive Order Ninety-Nine Meetings and Fire Safe Cigarette Bill Signing. 
 
Commissioner Bill Betts, Jr. 
 
Commissioner Betts reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission 
Meeting, Kent County Association Meeting, Kent County Chief’s Meeting and Sussex 
County Association Meeting. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
September 18, 2007, 9:00 AM 
Commission Chamber 
Delaware Fire Service Center 
1463 Chestnut Grove Road 
Dover, DE  19904 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Dougherty, and seconded by Commissioner Betts that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sherry R. Lambertson 
Executive Specialist 
 
sl/ 
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